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The CASE ſtated concerning the Doffors, and other Gen- 


+ tlemen relating to. Doffors Commons, as to the Election of 
 Ward-Officers. W ith the Opinion of the Recorder and 
1 own-Clerk of London thereupon. 


| : HE Queſtion being propounded to us for our Opmions, 


Whether the DoTors, and other Gentlemen relating to Doctors Commons, ( havirg 2 
Priviledge .to be exempted from bearing publick Offices in the 'Vard ) are excluded from 
having any Votes in the Choice of Ward-()fficers ? 


F is clearly our Opinion, That fuch of them as hold intire and diſtin& Houſes with- 
_ in. the Ward ( notwithſtanding fuch their Priviledge ) are not debarred from giving 
they#V oicesgin the Election of the ſaid Officers ; for the Ward-mote wherein ſuc! 


-Officers are choſth, conliſting of the Inhabitants of the Ward, every Inhabitant 1s by 


the Law and Cuſtom of the City obliged to appear at the Ward-mote ; and tho' ſome 
Inhabitants may, upon ſeveral accounts, be priviledged from undergoing fome Offices 
whereto the EleGion 1s made at the Ward-mote, yet they are not thereby priviledged 
and exempted from the Obligation of appearing at the Ward-mote ; and every one 
there appearing as an Inhabitanr, hath an cqual Right with all others, to the choice of 
ſhe ſaid Officers : and 1t 1s not a Rule jn any kind, That becauſe men are not Eligible, 
therefore they may not Elect. 


Thus hath the Pra&ice been in all times within the City, mn the caſes of Phyſi- 
cians, Surgeons, and Common-Lawyers 3 the former of whom, by reaſon of their At- 
tendance upon their Patients, the Jatter upon Courts of Juſtice and their Clients, are 
by Law exempted from bearing divers Ward Ofhcee, yet they have, and ever had an 
equal right with all other Inhabitants, to the choice of thoſe Officers at the Ward-mote 
And ſo 1s it in caſe of divers of the City's immediate Officers, who, by reaſon of the 
Atttendance which the Duty of their Places requires upon the Publick Affairs of the 
City, cannot ſcrve, nor ought to be choſen into Ward Offices, yet cannot they be ex- 
cluded from Voices in thoſe Eledtions. 


This we conceive, as to ſuch of the ſaid Civil Lawyers who are properly Inhabitants, 
and hold intire Houſes within the Ward 3 But we think there 1s a great difterence be- 
tween them and ſuch others that have only Apartments within Do@ors Commons, theſe 


-being not properly ſaid to be ſeveral Inhabitants of the Ward, but Perſons reſiding in 


ſeveral chambers of one Houſe and are for this purpoſe hike a Colledge, or Society, 
ſuch as our 1z1s of Court and Chancery, and Serjeants Inn, the Reſidents wherein are not 
ſummoned to any Ward-motes within the City, nor pretend to intermeddle w:th their 
Elections. So that we fee no reaſon why thoſe that reſide only in Do@ors Commons 
ſhould have any Voice 1n thoſe EleChions. 


Geo. Treby Recorder. 
Will. Wagſtaffe Town-Clerk. 


It 3s to be noted, that none of the DoFors, or other Gentlemen inhabiting in the Doors 
Commons, were ever warned to appear at the Ward-mote, nor did any of the Gentlemen be- 
longing to that Society appear to give their Votes at the laſt Elefion on St. Thomas's day, 
but ſuch as are Houſe-keepers within the Ward, and are aſſeſſed or rated by Coxtmon-Conncel 
men, and pay accordingly. 
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